Come Around to Bedford
on the Web

As the Bedford Town Centre Website continues
to grow... what can we do for you?

Comearoundtobedford.co.uk is now over a year old and
cantinues to grow with regular daily updates. The website was o
key factor during the BedfordBID “Around The World In 80 Days'
promation and featured 85 individual pages dedicated to each
of the businesses taking part, with information. special offers and
photos.

Come Around to Bedford remains the only website on the Intemet

Bluecaps go Digital. Tackling that contains information for every business free of charge in Bedford
Grofitti in Bedford, Around The World Town Centre in it's unique Town Centre Guide. Find what you're
In 80 Days and Park&Ride TryME Tokens kooking for quickly and easlly by searching the entire town with your fingertips.

Also on the site you will find o comprehensive What's On Guide, dll the
latest news items and Information on big promations & sales being offered by

businesses in the Town Centre. Make sure you pay us a visit and more importantiy
tell your customens. www.comearoundtobedford.co.uk

A new look Bedford!

The £200m redevelopment propesal for the regeneration of
Bedford's town centre west including the bus station, has been

given the 9o ahead by Bedford Barcugh Counc Cafe Culture boost for Bedford
Ey&MudwvdeMbpmbrd othe g Cafe Society can flourish now in Bedford - thanks to an agreement

between BedfordBID and Bedford Borough Council,
The decision means that design works for the 20 acre ste can start -

creating a vibrant new shopping and leisure experience in the west Restaurants and pubs wanting to put tables and chairs on the pavement,
of the town centre. ' al la Paris cofe society, found themselves paying deary for the privilege,
up to £3,800 a year,

k will follow on from the long-awatted Castle Quay development in
S e e When the BedfordBID investigated and found that costs where much

' ' dearer in Bedford than in neighbouring towns ke Cambridge they
BedfordBID Executive Director Ma Aswat said: "This is an important asked the council to reconsider.
pericd In the future of Bedford and we congratulate the Mayor
Frank Branston and Bedford Borough Council for helping to make As o result husinEﬁseswi_ﬂnwpu}r u_newatundwd charge of anly £250
long awalted plans become o reclity.” per year for creating o “cafe society”.
Highlight: of the west scheme include: BedfordBID boord member Kevin Kavanagh, who owns Frescoes coffee
- Shopping (ncluding @ department store: a food store; 40 retad units) house in Mill Street, represented this sector in the debate: "We are
- Leisure (ru'g-,d,dhg yﬁnmm ARdE ,::mq complex) delighted that the council has decided to let us all continue to take
- Hntel(:ln:h_n:fhgupm‘]&ﬂm) : & I:l-d"-l'ﬂl‘rtﬂge of the Sut‘ﬂhhe,wim'wegetﬁ.nnd allow our customerns ta

- Hemes (up to 330 units} eat and drink outside.”
- Car Park (up to 1,100 spaces)

- MNew revitalsed Bus Station BedfordBID Executive Director Mo Aswat sabd: "This demaonstrates how

the BedfordBID has much more influence than indiidual businesses when
This decision follows more than 3 years of planning and 2 major negotioting with official bodies. We are delighted with the result
exhibitions which revealed overwhelming public support for the - .
area to be regenerated. Work is expected to start in 2009 with the It means that the town will find it easier to retain and atroct high quality
new development m-np'n-led in 2012. ' cafes and restaurants to come and open up offering customers mare
: choice.”

BedfordBID is o goup of businesses which pay a levy towards the greater
geod of the town centre economy. Bedford wias the fist county town in the
UK to have a Business Improvement District (BIDD,

www.comearoundtobedford.co.uk Come Around To Our Town. Bedford.

Elaine is up and away to Venice thanks to BedfordBID Keep your business aofloat when disaster strikes Go Crackers
_ with BedfordBID Bluecaps this Chistrnas!
The “Areund the Werld in 80 Days’ shepping promotion lifted sales in Badford Town Centre and fulfilled the dreams of one weuld-be rraveller, fire, police and terrorism team head master class for BedfordBiD
The Christrnas Bght switch on event held
Elaine Lewis aged 78, is a reqular shopper in Bedford travelling into town on the bus from her home in Bromhbam. Widow Elaine How to EOLAE Yo m"m a major incident was the theme of “_m"hﬂ'd by on the E""b‘:'"'k"_"e"“_ heralds the start of
took part in the summer-long Around the Werd in B0 Days prometion run by the BedfordBID and struck lucky out of ever 5,000 entries. BedfordBID on September 11th. The date was a coincidence but served as a timely reminder of how late night shopping in Bedford Town
the temble Twin Towers disaster impacted on businesses wel beyond the day. Centre on 213t November 2007,
Now she and a chum are heading off to Yenice for a fantastic holiday: 7| am tickled pink . i a lovely opportunity,” scid Elcine whose good news
was welcomed by friends at the Bedford Guildhouse where she tokes painting classes. Having lived in Bedford for 30 years Elcine is strong Closer to home the Buncefield oil disaster in Hertfordshire caused milions of pounds of business losses - BedfordBID will b"’_ “hbignd X
supporter of the town centre and belleves the Bluecaps are doing a great job in helping to improve life for shoppers and businesses in Bedford, not becaise offices of d‘P""‘ were domaged in the fire but because the area was closed off to ll WEd”E"dI“}"' evenings os ‘Late Night
but emergency services for days, weeks and months. Shopping' from 28th November,

This will continue every Wednesday
night until 17th December, when
we will be prometing a full week of
Late Might Shopping unning up untl
Saturday 22nd December 2007,

The promation kicked off in July for 13 weeks and boosted business for 85 shops and other outlets with dally prizes which ted ) _ _
a nation or location into a local enterprise.  All participating businesses were featured on the BedfordBID website www.comearoundtobedford.co.uk How would your business cope in such dcumstances?
and had their own poster designed free for them by BedfordBID. some of which are shown below.

Answers were given in the Home Office/Association of Chief Police:
Officers ARGUS event, one of o seres being held in every maojor UK
town and ity aver the next two years. At Bedford an officer from the
National Counter Terrorism Security Office and representatives of Bed-
-fordshire police, fire and ambulances senvices and Bedford Borough

Car parking and park & ride operations
will be extended at the same time.

Right: Elaine with the R Rt el : Council shared useful information with business delegates about how
BedfordBID Bluecops - o H they operate in such circumstonces and the impaortance of business continuity planning. Other key dates include the Victoran
P B : Fayre from the Jth - 9th December
For instance, in the event of an "explosion” the emergency services send first a limited team to assess 2007
the situation - to find if the couse is accidental or f other explosions are likely. To those hit by the blast
it may seem that 999 sewice are slow to respond - they are not - and will be close by waiting for a BedfordBID will be running a marketing
signal to fndicate it ks dear to move in and help. campaign to promote Chistmas
Incheding radio, newspaper and flyers
It & in these early moments that busineswes. shops and offices olike, can do much to save their people along with o full listing of what's going
aind themselves. Rushing to "evacuate” is not ahways the best selution if your building is not obviously on our website ot
on fire o in danger of collapse. If tetrorists are at work there may be other bambs to- follow. Stays www.comearoundtobedford.couk.
calm, stay put and stay away from windows are three simple rules to follow untl the situation
becomes clear. And put your Incident Management Plan into action. Haven't got ane? Start nows BedfordBID Bluecaps will ako be
handing out Christmas crackers to
) o A whole range of advice is available from websites such s www.miS.gov.uk and www blifor.uk. shoppers with prizes and special
H“RF i? offers intidel For further information
COFFEE COMPANY = contact BedfordBID on
s SANDWICH Eﬂ“ == 0800 013 0339
rox s )
il | *it snfe Tniﬁaﬂve
I 4l Free retail training
2] ;;{ BedfordBID advises businesses of a very
g:; 5; ; special retad training deal available via
.E':.I a[i il o uld o A i fellow BID member Bedford College.
. mhmm:ms andbage bﬁ&m The FE College offers hundreds of
“‘w mmﬂmﬁ professional and vocational courses and,
dnugmuimﬂdmaﬂ*hﬁd@om thanks to the Gavemment Train to Gain

Intiative, can offer FREE retail NV@ training
to BID members L‘,s!.ni:]ect to meeting
:litam}

BedfordBID Annual Report 2006/2007 Orasd Bz

email [dos-santos@bedford.acuk

Included with this newsletter are some key
indicators and a financial

summary of the last year of operation

of the BedfordBID.

If you would like & copy of the ful report
contact BedfordBID FREE on 0800 013 0339
of emall mo@bedfordtowncentre.co.uk

BedfordBID 1 Luke Steet, Bedford,
ME4D 3TH

Freephone 0800 013 0339

Fax 01234 2909454

Emall info@bedfordtowncentre.couk
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